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EDITORIAL NOTES 



We regret to state that the article in the Series upon Kinder- 
gartens, by Mrs. Alice H. Putnam on "Moral Controls in the 
Nursery and the Kindergarten," which should have appeared 
in this number, was delayed in the mail for so long a period that 
its appearance has been necessarily postponed until the next 
number. G. H. M. 

No educational movement is more deserving of vigorous 
support than that which is now gaining headway in the effort to 
The Subn rmal care P ro P ei "ly f° r the subnormal and defective child. 
and Defective It ought to call forth the most generous financial 
Child in backing and it certainly requires the very best of 

scientific experts for its successful prosecution. 
One of the most effective means for expediting such pioneer 
work — and pioneer work it is in most of our communities — is 
the intelligent demand for it by the teachers in our great school 
systems. Every teacher may well feel under obligation to learn 
something of the facts with which we are confronted and the 
methods thus far proposed for dealing with the situation. 

A few comments on certain obvious features of the case are 
distinctly in place at this time. 

It should be clearly recognized that the obligation which we 

are under to give the subnormal child special care rests quite as 

much upon our duty to the normal child as to the 

The Presence 

of These defective one. To put subnormal or defective chil- 

Children a dren into the classes with normal children is often a 
Seri us Injury g rea t wrong to both. The normal child is retarded 
in his progress by the class necessity of keeping step 
and going forward abreast, while the defective child is under a 
strain to which he ought not to be submitted. The writer has 
repeatedly been in classes where it was perfectly clear that the 
whole tone of the grade had been sapped and debilitated by the 
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presence of a few very backward children to whom for various 
reasons the teachers felt obliged to give special attention. Chil- 
dren with serious nervous disorders ought never to be admitted 
to the regular classes. The nervous effect of such contact on 
highly organized but perfectly normal children is often cruelly 
disastrous. 

A sharp distinction should also be drawn between the. men- 
tally retarded and backward child on the one hand and the 
The Retarded truantor morally defective child on the other. The 
Child and the moral delinquency often springs from mental defect, 
Morally k ut ^ e retarded child is by no means necessarily a 

Should Be moral delinquent and to group the backward chil- 
Separated ^ren w j t jj ^ e c hronic "bad boys" in joint classes, 
as has occasionally been done, is most immoral and unjust. The 
retarded child is very likely to be imitative in high degree and 
to respond eagerly to forceful leadership. Such leadership the 
confirmed truant is more than willing to furnish. 

We must expect to pay at a higher rate for the teaching of 
subnormal children than for that of normals, because they require 
Teaching of m< >re individual attention and this means more 
Subnormals teachers per group. But as a people we are not wont 
Expensive to hesitate long on the score of cost, once we have 
convinced ourselves that a measure is socially essential. 

Whether the training of our subnormals can best be done in 
separate schools or in special rooms connected with each large 
Wastage school is a problem depending on many circum- 

Involved in stances which vary from locality to locality. Such 
Neglect of questions, of which there are many, are after all 
ese Children Q £ sma jj consequence compared with the securing 
of an adequate number of specially trained and thoroughly de- 
voted teachers, who will save to the community the great wastage 
in human happiness and human efficiency which society is now 
permitting through the neglect of these retarded children. 

J. R. A. 



